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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service. ] 
The smallpox outbreak at Key West, Fla. 

Key West, Fla., July SI, 1896. 

SiB: I have the honor to report as follows, upon the epidemic of 
smallpox at this port and the measures taken to meet the same. I found 
upon my arrival a total of 27 cases and 7 deaths. Two new cases have 
occurred since and an additional case came under consideration to-day. 
Dr. Porter and I will endeavor to make diagnosis to-morrow on this 
last. One patient in a Cuban family is a white child. All others are 
negroes and are almost without exception in close, squalid, and illy 
ventilated quarters, which by reason of their proximity to others, being 
separated only by unsubstantial board fences, can not under any con- 
ceivable circumstances be efficiently isolated from other houses. Fully 
three-fourths of these people are desquamating, and being nearly well 
are chafing under restraint and will most probably invade other premi- 
ses in secret. Indeed, they probably have done so, as the case reported 
to-day is in a heretofore uninfected house. 

As stated in my telegram of 20th, Passed Assistant Surgeon Guit6ras 
had already turned over to State Health Officer J. Y. Porter the 25 tents 
sent from New York, and upon my arrival I found a camp provided 
for. -i^ ^ ^ 

The hospital, a spacious, airy building, well located and finely adapted 
for either smallpox or yellow fever, is very nearly ready (probably two 
days more work will complete it) and the tents were fully ready on 
Friday, 17th instant, when Dr. Porter called upon the mayor to place 
the sick and suspected in camp. This was not done, the attempt result- 
ing in the assembly of a mob and the imminent danger of riot. He then 
ordered the sheriff to carry out the law, but that officer made no attempt 
to do so. 

Dr. Porter then decided that the city must guard, feed, nurse, and 
treat her own sick ; and that his duty to the State was paramount to 
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all other, and therefore he should quarantine Key West until Key West 
should come to reason and allow these people to be placed where they 
would do no further harm. He took what I consider the just ground, 
that the State ought not to be expected to maintain fourteen distinct 
pest centers in the city limits at a large cost, when it had already pro- 
vided one which was competent to care for all, and allow the rapid dis- 
infection of all the infected spots. * * * 

As to my own part in the matter, I beg to state that under your 
instructions I informed Dr. Porter that I would equip and run the 
camp, with result as above stated. I have visited the cases, and studied 
the situation, and am convinced that it will be a long-drawn-out epidemic 
if anything so ill-advised as allowing cases to remain at home is 
attempted. In my first interview with Dr. Porter, I advised house-to- 
house inspection and vaccination. * * * The very peculiar popula- 
tion, representing all parts of the world, and the Latin and African races 
very largely in the majority, renders such systematic work as might be 
easily done in other States very difficult here. I beg to report that I 
borrowed the launch Gamma of Passed Assistant Surgeon Guit^ras yes- 
terday, and manning her, made an inspection, with Dr. Porter, of two 
outlying keys where smallpox was said to exist, but the report was 
false. * * * 

I shall report every occurrence of importance by wire. 

Very, respectfully, J. H. White, 

Parsed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Key West, Fla., Jtdy 25, 1896. 
Assumed charge of camp to-day ; found 1 new case. Need proba- 
bly $80 worth clothing to facilitate disinfection persons ; will purchase. 
Send formalin and 10 pounds bichloride. Porter and I disinfect bouses 
next week ; hope to soon close the whole matter. Full details by to-day' s 
mail. 

White, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Key West, Fla., July 25, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that upon request of Dr. Joseph Y. 
Porter, State health officer of Florida, I this day assumed the com- 
mand and expenses of the smallpox camp heretofore established under 
the name of "Camp Patterson." * * * 

Dr. Porter found that the cleansing of the city and hunting out of 
new cases would occupy all means at his disposal, and hence requested 
me to-day to accept the charge in accordance with original offer which 
I made him in behalf of this service. There have been no new foci of 
diseases since my arrival on July 14, but several new cases have occurred. 
One discovered to-day adds no little to our perplexities. A small negro 
boy ran away from home one week ago, and returned last night with 
well marked variola discreta. No clue can be obtained as to the where- 
abouts of this boy during the past week, and the eruption is apparently 
in the fourth or fifth day. 

All the cases and all the suspects so far known are at the camp at 
this writing, save three families, and two of these will be so placed this 
evening, and the other to-morrow morning. 

The State has outfitted camp and will bear that expense, so that there 
will be no question of property to attend to at the close. As stated in 
my telegram to-day, I will buy a few suits of cheap clothing to facilitate 
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the discharge of persons, and these can be returned and disinfected if 
the bureau so elect, and I ask instruction on this point. I submit nomi- 
nations of guards and cooks in another letter and will submit those for 
nurses to-morrow. 

Failing the occurrence of new foci, and this at present seems unlikely, 
I believe I will be able to announce the closure of the camp in one 
month. 

The battle ship Maine has, by means of launches, patrolled the harbor 
and returned all nonvaccinated crews, and the value of this service, in 
conjunction with similar work done by the Florida health board steamer 
Germ, has been very great in enforcing vaccination. Hundreds who 
were dodging vaccination have been reached thereby. 

So much of revaccination has been done that I consider the result worth 
what the epidemic has cost in the way of future immunity, and the 
quarantining of the island has tended to make vaccination popular and 
to turn public opinion in the direction of favoring the camp — two excel- 
lent results, which, in my opinion, fully justify the enforcement of it 
by Dr. Porter. 

Every endeavor will be made, both in the city and at the camp, to 
bring matters to a conclusion at the earliest moment. * * * 
Very respectfully, J. H. White, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. IT. 8. 

Key West, July 26, 1896. 
One new case, all at camp. Two suspects and 1 old case discharged. 
All last cases in old foci and expected. Do not think many more will 
occur in town. 

White, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Ket West, Fla., July 27, 1896. 
One new case in camp. * * * Nothing new in city. 

White, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Key West, Fla., July 28, 1896. 
One new case, none discharged. * =f= * 

White, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

Key West, Fla., July 29, 1896. 
Nothing new to-day. One house thoroughly disinfected. * * * 

White, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 



